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INUIT QAUJIMAJATUQANGIT
GATHERINGS

In January 2025 QIA’s Department of Inuit Qaujimajatungangit and
Engagement hosted two gatherings to share knowledge and stories,
and to foster connections.

A three-day men’s gathering was held in Pangnirtung. Participants
discussed the waters around Pangnirtung, making note of harvesting
areas that boats should not be allowed. They also shared thoughts on
how to protect marine mammals from larger boats and engine noise.

In lgaluit, a three-day women'’s gathering focused on traditional

skills. Women shared knowledge about preparing skins for seasonal
clothing, making kamiik and pualuuk for hunting, and properly storing
skins for long-term use.

After the success of these events, QIA is planning more gatherings,
including opportunities for youth to learn from Elders and
experienced harvesters, ensuring traditional knowledge is passed
on to future generations.
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QIA WELCOMES
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

QIA welcomed six new members to it's Board of Directors during
the first meeting of 2025. In January, the following Board Members
joined QIA’s team:

Kataisee Attagutsiak - Arctic Bay
Larry Audlaluk - Grise Fiord

Billy Etooangat - Pangnirtung
Rosemary Metuq - Qikiqtarjuaq
Sarah Salluviniq - Resolute Bay

Adamee Itorcheak - Secretary Treasurer

QIA’s Board of Directors includes 13 Community Directors who are
elected by Inuit in each of their respective Qikigtani communities.
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INTERPRETER TRANSLATOR
CONFERENCE

QIA held its first Interpreter Translator Conference between February
3-6, 2025, bringing 55 participants from across the Qikigtani Region
to lgaluit. This gathering provided an opportunity for interpreter
translators to share their experiences, knowledge, and stories while
encouraging younger Inuit interested in this important field of work.

One of the conference’s goals was to help QIA understand what
resources and supports are needed for interpreter translators to
continue their work.

Over four days, participants expressed their gratitude for the chance
to connect. They discussed how they develop terminology, shared
ways to support each other when handling difficult topics, and
reflected on the challenges and rewards of their profession.

QIA thanks all the participants for openly sharing their knowledge
and extends a special thank you to Robert Watt for facilitating the
conference.
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SINAA AGREEMENT SIGNED

On February 27, 2025, QIA, in partnership with the Government
of Canada and philanthropic donors, signed the SINAA
Agreement. This landmark agreement outlines steps to strengthen
environmental protections and Inuit governance over 795,250 km?
of land and waters in the Qikigtani Region.

SINAA, meaning floe edge in Inuktitut, represents resilience,
abundance, and life. Just as the floe edge is a meeting place
between sea and ice, this agreement reflects the partnership
between Inuit, the Government of Canada, and other supporters
in bringing this project to life.
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Through SINAA, the Government of Canada will invest $200
million to support conservation, Inuit employment, and Inuit-led
governance in the Qikigtani Region. Philanthropic donors, led by
the Enduring Earth network and Pew Charitable Trusts, will
contribute an additional $70 million. The agreement is expected
to create nearly 50 jobs and fund the construction of at least four
new Nauttigsugtiit Conservation Centres in the region.

QIA’s work to deliver upon these investments is guided by the
Qikigtani Inuit Protected and Conserved Areas Plan, a document
created from input from all Qikigtani communities. Each community
conservation plan will be considered, ensuring local priorities are
respected.
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MOU FOR HIGH ARCTIC TRAINING

On March 5, 2025, QIA signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Nunavut Arctic College to strengthen collaboration
in training and research, bringing new education opportunities to
the High Arctic.

At the heart of this initiative is QIA’s Inuit Research and Training
Centre (RTC) in Pond Inlet, set to open in 2026. This first-of-its-kind
facility in the High Arctic will provide Inuit with greater access to
education and training, closer to home.

The RTC will offer training in important areas such as the
conservation economy, Inuit governance, mining, Inuit
Qaujimajatugangit, and research and innovation. In the future,
the RTC aims to offer university-level programs and training in
high-demand fields like medicine, engineering, and technology —
helping to increase Inuit representation in these professions.
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DUNDAS HARBOUR APOLOGY

On February 27, the Government of Canada formally apologized to
Inuit and their families who were relocated from Kinngait to Dundas
Harbour between 1934 and 1948. Crown-Indigenous Relations
Minister Gary Anandasangaree traveled to Arctic Bay to deliver

the apology and acknowledge the harm the relocation caused to
survivors and their families.

Along with the apology, the Government of Canada committed
$4.5 million to the Dundas Harbour Relocation Society to help Inuit
families affected by the relocations.

The Dundas Harbour relocation was one of many that forced Inuit
into remote areas of the Arctic as part of Canada’s efforts to assert
sovereignty. QIA recognizes the courage, strength, and resilience
of those who were, and still are, affected by the relocations.
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NUNAVUT QUEST 2025

QIA was proud to be a supporter of Nunavut Quest 2025 again
this year. The annual dog sled race departed Pond Inlet on

April 15, 2025, traveling 513 km to Igloolik. For the second year
in a row, Jinneal Nanuraq Uttak had the fastest time and won
Nunavut Quest. Congratulations Nanurag!




0a.2¢ <*Ltd7post sdadAJNSsbsae AP P>seDC TCNLCcbre Nunavut Quest celebrations began in Pond Inlet with an opening
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/Dccse<lse / 1ST PLACE

PJ=cS® / 2ND PLACE

A*L3*LE / 3RD PLACE

NSL*LE / 4TH PLACE

CcL™Lc / 5TH PLACE

A*LAIeD%,C / 6TH PLACE

/CLB>I*PLSeDSe / 7TH PLACE

Puecse<se / 8TH PLACE

ro D> a.0G%® DC® / Jinneal Nanurag Uttak 40:53:33
b PN AR / Joshua Qiligti Ivalu 41:45:35
¢ Ao<S%® / Lee Inuarak 42:55:07

Ca®* sb>*a s / Donovan Qaunaq 43:34:44
<JAN® AS*ULDC / Isaac Irngaut 46:55:05

Ct @SPCS4\®* / Tom Nagitarvik 51:14:58
Co>“ Ao<G%® / Daniel Inuarak 51:51:32
<JAC®* b>*a® / Aiden Qaunaq 57:49:11
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QIA supports the Nunavut Quest each year thanks to the Qikigtani
Truth Commission funding dedicated to gimuksigtiit and dog-team
revitalization in our region. This year the $100,000 sponsorship
from QIA included gasoline and oil support for snowmobiles, food
for camps along the trail, snowmobile support team, dog food and
veterinary services for participating teams, a community feast, and
prize money for mushers.

QIA is excited to see new youth participating each year, keeping the

tradition and knowledge of dog teaming strong. Congratulates all the
Nunavut Quest teams who participated in this event and a big thank
you to the organizers and volunteers for another successful race.
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I1-PI-TI-KI KIDS SIGNING
CONTEST WINNERS

Eaton Amaruk Rowsell - 5 years old - Iqgaluit
Greyson Enook - 3 years old - Iqaluit

Quatsiaqg lampron - 2 years old - Kinngait

THROAT SINGING
CONTEST WINNERS

Angeline Nutarariaq - Mittimatalik
Trisha Killiktee - Mittimatalik
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Q-STEP UPDATE

The Qikigtani Skills and Training for Employment Partnership
(Q-STEP) had another successful year, helping hundreds of Qikigtani
Inuit gain valuable skills.

Through the Q-Drive Driver Training Program, 400 Inuit from
12 Qikigtani communities received training for Class 7/5 and

Class 3 (airbrakes) licenses. Of these participants, 248 earned
their licenses, and 179 found jobs.

The Heavy Equipment Operator training saw 36 participants
this year, with a 77 percent graduation rate. To make training
more accessible, QIA translated the Heavy Equipment Operator
curriculum into Inuktitut and hired two Q-STEP cultural advisors
to ensure training meets community and cultural needs.
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Congratulations to all Q-STEP participants who successfully
completed the Q-Drive and Heavy Equipment Operator training
in 2024-25!

To provide training to more Qikigtani Inuit, QIA is developing
an online work readiness course through the Tuttarvik website.
Tuttarvik connects Inuit to employment, education, and skills
development opportunities. There are currently has 750 job
seekers and 130 employers registered on Tuttarvik.
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NAUTTIQSUQTIIT UPDATE

In early March, Nauttigsugtiit from Clyde River and Qikiqgtarjuaq
held a qamutiik-making workshop. It was a big success! Youth from
both communities joined to learn how to build a gamutiik from start
to finish.

Later in March, QlA’'s Department of Marine and Wildlife held
its annual Nauttigsugtiit planning workshop. Nauttigsugtiit

from Grise Fiord, Resolute Bay, and Sanirajaq gathered at the
new Nauttigsugtiit Conservation Centre in Resolute Bay. Other
Nauttigsuqgtiit communities completed their planning workshops
at an earlier date.

2025 DNGHNCE TUSARASSAT
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This annual workshop allows the Nauttigsugtiit to share
successes, challenges, community specific traditions, and how
to best deliver programming in their communities. This year,
the Nauttigsugtiit made plans for cabin building, a major patrol,
wildlife monitoring, programming for community members, and
hunting trips.

The Department of Marine and Wildlife also hosted an Open
House, inviting community members from Resolute Bay to
share country food, including igunaq from Sanirajaq. QIA’s
Nauttigsuqgtiit Regional Manager Nute Arnauyumayugq shared
the history of Tallurutiup Imanga highlighting Qikigtani Inuit’s
leadership in conservation efforts and the continued benefits
of the Tallurutiup Imanga Inuit Impact and Benefit Agreement.
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APPLY FOR QIA SCHOLARSHIPS

QIA will be accepting applications for the QIA Scholarships and the
John Amagoalik Scholarship this summer. These scholarships are
available to Qikigtani Inuit who will be attending post-secondary
education in the 2025-2026 academic year.

e

e QIA Scholarships are valued at $2,500 each
and are awarded to 80 Inuit students.

e The John Amagoalik Scholarship is worth
$5,000 and will be given to one deserving
student who is committed to using their
education to advance Inuit interests.

JOE ATTAGUTALUK
LANGUAGE AWARDS

The Joe Attagutaluk Language Awards recognize graduating high school
students across the Qikigtani Region who are dedicated to learning and
preserving the Inuktitut language. This award is named in honor of the
late Joe Attagutaluk, who shared his passion for the language and Inuit
culture. Congratulations to the upcoming 2025 recipients!
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UPCOMING Q-STEP
TRAINING

QIA's Qikigtani Skills and Training for Employment Partnership (Q-STEP)
has on-going training opportunities for Qikigtani Inuit. QIA is currently
accepting applications for the following training opportunities:

e Work readiness training

e Driver training

e Heavy equipment operator training

e Pre-trades training

e Trades apprenticeships

13
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To apply for Q-STEP training, visit:

@ www.gia.ca/skills-partnershipfund-agreement/
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QIA PROGRAMMING AVAILABLE
FOR QIKIQTANI INUIT

QIA offers funding programs that support cultural activities,
on-the-land programs, and training for Qikiqgtani Inuit. These
programs are shaped by community input to meet the needs
and priorities of Qikigtani Inuit.

Qikigtani Truth commission programs and initiatives:

e Qimmiit revitalization - applications are accepted once each
year. Funding is provided to dog team owners through the
Qikigtani Qimuksiqtiit Project.

e Nunavut Quest - Yearly funding is distributed to support the
Nunavut Quest race and events, and participating dog teams.
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Grants and Contributions programs and initiatives:

Qikigtani Cultural Activities Program (QCAP) - applications
are accepted seasonally

llagiiktunut fund - applications are accepted year-round

Nunavut Harvesters support program - applications are
accepted year-round until funding is used

School food program - QIA provides an annual contribution
to Qikigtani schools

Scholarships - applications open in the summer each year

Daycare resources - in partnership with Inhabit Media,
QIA created and distributed resources to Qikigtani daycare

DP/PbeoPLJAC CdMIP® D°/SPNcPSAPIasbISE
LeALYL APSPPAN%o:

For more information see the Applications page on our website:

@ www.qia.ca/applications
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BIRD SEARCH

With warmer weather you might see more birds returning to your
community! Send us a picture or a drawing of a bird you see this
spring and you could win a $50 gift card.

Do?a<>NC 4 A 18, 2025%Uc >N oJ K PhG Yo <IGAC!

Enter by July 18, 2025 for a chance to win a prize!
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Send your picture or drawing, name,
age, and community to:
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WIN!
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One of five gift cards
to the Co-op store!
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AMAZING NUNAVUT ANIMAL

DIreLA€ MUSKOX

o DILAS APAGIBNDLE L5 oA%< s5Ne e Muskox are herbivores and eat willow, tundra
AR SPdT, ADPALSa®, ALl APSY<da LD amo. grasses, and seeds.

o Cbdd CLSM® <%UNHAS Sa<HA%> QldCsheCsse, e Both males and females grow horns, but a mature
P/<da d¥UNEDHS abd™ S % PgSth DS 5Ne. male’s horns are much larger.

e DILAC o"b™=PcOC DPPc P®N%aJ. [Sed*Nc e Muskox do not migrate before the winter. They
SPADSHECHIC Piedr<Nry*LoC. stay warm from their insulating coat of qiviut.
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COMMUNITY LIAISON

OFFICERS

Jack Willie Arctic Bay P.O. Box 69, Arctic Bay, NU XOA OAO ph: 867-439-8277 fax: 867-439-8217  ArcticBayCLO@QIA.ca
Angela Killitee Clyde River P.O. Box 159, Clyde River, NU XOA OEO ph: 867-924-6119 fax: 867-924-6120  ClydeRiverCLO@QIA.ca
Alaasua Audlaluk Grise Fiord P.O Box 74 Grise Fiord, NU X0A 0JO ph: 867-980-4076 fax: 867-980-4078  GriseFiordCLO@QIA.ca
Richard Amarualik Igloolik P.O. Box 84, Igloolik, NU XOA OLO ph: 867-934-8760 fax: 867-934-8562 IgloolikCLO@QIA.ca
Leetia Naulaq Kimmirut P.O. Box 82, Kimmirut, NU XOA ONO ph: 867-939-2135 fax: 867-939-2134 KimmirutCLO@QIA.ca
Jutai Toonoo Jr Kinngait P.O. Box 151, Kinngait, NU X0A 0CO ph: 867-897-8638 fax: 867-897-8650 KinngaitCLO@QIA.ca
Sheena Machmer Pangnirtung  P.O. Box 633, Pangnirtung, NU XOA ORO ph: 867-473-8991 fax: 867-473-8994  PangnirtungCLO@QIA.ca
g;"m"r:;i‘i’q PondInlet  P.O.Box 459, Pond Inlet, NU X0OA 0SO ph: 867-899-8640  fax: 867-899-8642  MittimatalikCLO@QIA.ca
Lorna Kullualik Qikigtarjuag  P.O. Box 239, Qikigtarjuagq, NU XO0A OBO ph: 867-927-8195 fax: 867-927-8196 QikigtarjuagCLO@QIA.ca
Susan Salluviniq Resolute Bay P.O. Box 116, Resolute Bay, NU X0A OVO ph: 867-252-3127  fax: 867-252-3997 ResoluteBayCLO®@QIA.ca
Julie Emikotailak Sanikiluaq P.O. Box 90, Sanikiluag Nu, XOA-OWO ph: 867-266-8162  fax: 867-266-8163  SanikiluagCLO@QIA.ca
Lily Arnagjuaq Sanirajak P.O. Box 9, Sanirajak, NU XO0A OKO ph: 867-928-8103 fax: 867-928-8114 SanirajakCLO@QIA.ca
Vacant Iqaluit 200-922 Sivumugiaq Street, Igaluit, NU XO0A 3HO ph: 867-975-8392 fax: 867-979-3238 IgaluitCLO@QIA.ca

Iselena Nakashuk

CLO Supervisor Iqaluit 200-922 Sivumugiaq Street, Igaluit, NU X0A 3HO ph: 867-975-8429 fax: 867-969-3238 CLOSupervisor@QlA.ca
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