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QIKIQTANI

INUIT ASSOCIATION

The Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA) is a not-for-profit society,
which represents approximately 15,500 Inuit in the Qikigtani
region of Nunavut. The Qikigtani region includes

13 communities from Grise Fiord, in the High Arctic, down

to Sanikiluaq, on the Belcher Islands.

QIA was established to protect, promote and advance the
rights and benefits of Qikigtani Inuit. It is a Designated

Inuit Organization under the Nunavut Agreement. QIA is one
of three Regional Inuit Associations affiliated with Nunavut
Tunngavik Inc.; the other associations include the Kitikmeot
Inuit Association and the Kivalliq Inuit Association. We work
closely with our partners, such as Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami and
the Inuit Circumpolar Council Canada, as well as different
levels of government, to represent Inuit in the Inuit Nunangat.

Two other organizations operate under the QIA umbrella:
Kakivak Association, responsible for community economic
development and small businesses; and Qikigtaaluk
Corporation, created to manage economic development
on behalf of QIA.
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Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation (Bafflinland) Mary River mine is located
in Nunavut's Qikigtani Region. The Mary River Mine is located on the
northern interior of Baffin Island, roughly halfway between Ikpikitturjuaq
(Steensby Inlet) to the south, and Milne Inlet to the north.

The Mary River mine has been operating since 2014. The currently Mary
River Mine Project’s operations include mining iron ore, trucking the ore
from the mine site to Milne Port and transporting the ore overseas for sale.

Baffinland is now proposing the Mary River Mine Project Phase 2, which
includes the expansion of iron mining, and a new railway to carry ore
from the mine site to the port at Milne Inlet. In the future Baffinland may
propose further phases of project expansion including a southern railway
to carry ore to another port on Steensby Inlet.
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To understand the potential impacts of the Mary River Mine Project
on land use and the Inuit way of life, Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA)
travelled to the five impacted communities of Arctic Bay, Clyde River,
Igloolik, Pond Inlet, and Sanirajak to conduct interviews with Inuit and
local knowledge holders.

Between February 2019 and April 2021, QIA interviewed 137 community
members from the five Mary River impacted communities: 19 from
Arctic Bay, 26 from Clyde River, 26 from Igloolik, 54 from Pond Inlet
and 12 from Sanirajak.

These interviews were drawn on to create three reports, the Tusagtavut
Reports, that were submitted to the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB).
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TUSAQTAVUT MEANS ‘WHAT WE HEARD' IN INUKTITUT
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Between 2019 and 2021, QIA visited each of the five impacted commmunities
to hear from Inuit community members, and to learn about the things
they care about and their concerns around the Mary River Mine Project.
QIA sat down with community members to discuss the activities and
resources important to them, their families, and their community. Most
importantly, QIA wanted to know how the Mary River Mine Project might
affect these values. Mapping was also completed during the interviews

to record important places and values.

The interviews and mapped information were recorded and analysed
by QIA. Based on what Inuit said, QIA identified themes and how the
Mary River Mine could impact the things that matter to Inuit people
and communities.

The themes identified were consistent across the five impacted
communities and included the importance of harvesting on-the-land
and water, fishing, freshwater, the ability to travel and stay out on-the-
land, and the importance of Inuit culture and passing on this knowledge
to future generations. This report is organized around these themes and
includes maps of locations of importance for Inuit use and culture.
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The area that was considered in the Tusagtavut studies includes the
region covered by the Mary River Mine Project, and the area shown
on the following map labeled Tusaqgtavut Study Area. This includes
the Mary River area, Milne Inlet, Steensby Inlet, Navy Board Inlet,
and Eclipse Sound, including shorelines, ice, and floe edges.

While there is a lot of information in the Tusaqgtavut reports and
the maps, we recognize that not every knowledge holder was able
to participate in the studies. If an area does not show any mapped
values, we recognise there may still be important uses or values
there that we were recorded. It is also often the case that a single
point on the map indicates a wider area of importance.
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QIA conducted these studies in order to ensure that Inuit were speaking
for Inuit in the NIRB assessment process for Baffinland’s Phase 2
proposal. The deep community knowledge, Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and
accumulated experience represented in the reports is commmunicated
through quotes from Inuit and maps.

QIA will use this information and the reports to advocate for the rights

of Inuit, to live in a clean and healthy landscape, to pursue their traditional
activities, and to benefit from responsible and safe resource development
on their own terms.

QIA staff were pleased to be able to speak to so many knowledgeable Inuit,
to learn from Elders, and to experience the many generations of wisdom
and experience that Inuit have to offer.
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Community members generously shared their knowledge with QIA,
including where they travel, hunt, collect soapstone, or harvest berries,
among many other things.

It is clear that the region around the Mary River Mine Project has been
important for generations of Inuit and continues to be used and relied
on today. The richness of information is shown by the number of places
and values identified by community members: 2,457 were recorded

in and around the area of the Mary River Mine Project.

Community members told us that before the Mary River mine was built,
they used to camp for weeks at a time while hunting caribou and wolves.
This is now the location of the airstrip built for the Mary River Mine Project.

Community members also described how they access the land and sea,
as well as campsites and cabins using snowmobiles, ATVs, and dog teams
to travel vast distances across Baffin Island. From hunting spots and
habitat for ringed seal, walrus, narwhal, and caribou, to catch-sites for
Arctic char and Atlantic salmon, to areas relied on for the continuity

of Inuit culture, such as teaching areas, sod houses, and gathering places.
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It is clear that the Mary River Mine Project is located in an area of great
importance for the communities of Arctic Bay, Clyde River, Igloolik,
Pond Inlet, and Sanirajak.

Many places, both on-the-land and in the marine environment - including
the sea ice and floe edge — were discussed by community members as
important places. This includes the coastlines and interior of Baffin Island,
northern Melville Peninsula and northern Foxe Basin, Eclipse Sound,
Tremblay Sound, Milne Inlet, and Phillips Creek, to name a few.
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With extensive knowledge and experience of the land and sea, Inuit
described how the environment has changed over time and expressed
their concerns about the future due to the impacts of the Mary River
Mine Project.

Community members talked about shipping routes affecting narwhal
habitat and restricting access to hunting. They discussed how mining
activities have led to the spread of dust. Inuit also mentioned they noticed
the number of char and caribou, and the quality of water has also gone
down since the beginning of mining at Mary River.
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Many community members are concerned about the expansion
of mining activities proposed as part of the Mary River Mine
Project including:

« Loss of animal habitat - from shipping routes
and noise from the mine

« Disturbances to caribou migration and populations —
from rail development and train collisions

«  The spread of pollution — from dust and fuel spills
« Loss of harvesting areas

« Impacts to traditional areas of significance - camps,
archaeological sites, interruptions to the flow of cultural
knowledge between generations.

These and other potential impacts to important places and values
are described throughout this document - including through the
voices and words of community members themselves.

A wide variety of impacts were documented during the interviews
with community members. Combined with impacts from existing
operations and other changes, the impacts of the Mary River Mine
Project, will directly and indirectly impact the ability of Inuit from
Arctic Bay, Clyde River, Igloolik, Pond Inlet, and Sanirajak to hunt,
fish, travel, harvest, and share knowledge between generations
on-the-land, ice and water.

TUSAQTAVUT - MARY RIVER MINE PROJECT
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Many animals in the marine environment are important to Inuit. Community
members harvest marine animals to feed themselves, their families and
their communities. Harvesting happens all year-round and provides not only
food, but the raw materials for making clothing, tools, and art. Community
members harvest many kinds of marine animals, including various kinds

of seal (such as ringed, bearded, and harp), narwhal and beluga and
bowhead whales, and polar bear.

Community members showed us important habitat for these animals,
including migration routes, and calving and feeding areas, as well as places
important for harvesting and processing animals, such as camps and
cache sites. Harvesting marine animals is central to the Inuit way of life.

We heard that to be able to harvest marine animals successfully, and
knowing how to use the animals fully, requires a lot of special knowledge
and experience. This includes knowing where and when to go harvesting,
about animal behaviours, and special harvesting skills (like how to kill a
walrus without losing it in the water).

A lot of this knowledge is passed on from teacher to student, generation
to generation. Inuit often begin harvesting at a young age, and marine
harvesting skills are passed down through families while people are out
on-the-land.
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Inuit who participated in interviews shared some of their favourite
harvesting places and places where there is an abundance of animals,
such as Ikpikitturjuaq and Steensby Inlet, among others. As well,

Inuit shared locations that are important habitat or migration routes
(e.g., Foxe Basin for whales).

We also heard from some people that certain species are being
seen in fewer numbers than in the past.

Like many other activities on-the-land and water, harvesting marine
animals is a social activity. Whether hunting for whales, seal, or walrus,
people are often out on-the-land and sea with family and friends.

We also heard that sharing a successful hunt is an important part

of Inuit culture.

until | die. | do it for my kids so they learn.

| hunt all year-round, | catch about 150 seals
per year and give the meat to our Elders
and people who need food.”

‘ ‘ I'll probably keep hunting around this area

TUSAQTAVUT - MARY RIVER MINE PROJECT






acnso
RINGED SEAL

>re
BEARDED SEAL

SbAPC®
HARP SEAL

Siec
NARWHAL

qYa.,SCPLIEDE ALSTBCAS BLic
Commonly Harvested Marine Animals

ri>
~allly
o

DNC2C - pHL g DPEG o dSid AcnSdb 26 TUSAQTAVUT - MARY

SPcoLc
Beluga

<qS4\°
Bowhead Whale

a.oA¢c
Polar Bear

ASbOPAP
Char






AINo*re o552 Acnde
AlLo 4%YJa./*o P 0¢

IMPACTS OF THE MARY RIVER MINE
PROJECT ON MARINE HARVESTING
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When we asked Inuit about the Mary River Mine Project and how

it might affect their ability to harvest marine animals, community
members said they were worried about animals being bothered by
shipping noise and increased human activity. Community members also
expect that animals would change their behaviour on-the-land and sea
(e.g., walrus becoming more aggressive, migration routes and calving
areas disrupted, etc.) because of the Mary River Mine Project’s activities.

Inuit are worried that marine animal habitats would be lost because
of the Mary River Mine Project. Sea ice, which is important for walrus
for example, could melt more quickly if broken up by ships. And, at
the same time, animals could be affected by pollution, such as dust
or fuel spills, which could contaminate the water, ice, shellfish, and
marine animals.

Because of the Mary River Mine Project, community members expect
there to be fewer animals such as walrus, seals, polar bears, and whales
in places where they traditionally hunt (e.g., Milne Inlet area). We heard
that this would mean fewer opportunities to pass on hunting knowledge
which may impact food security more.
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..due to increased shipping I've seen less and
less narwhal each year. Previous years we
counted 12,000 narwhals. This year, there was
only a couple hundred. Nobody could stocking
up for the winter. You go out narwhal hunting,
you catch a narwhal, then you want to ferment
some for winter, but you can't because there
wasn't enough to ferment and bring home.”

Marine wildlife do not like noise. In Pond

Inlet we think the marine wildlife dispersed
themselves to an area with less noise and less
disturbance. They are very sensitive animals.”
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Like marine harvesting, land-based harvesting of animals and plants is an
important part of Inuit life and culture. This includes animals like caribou,
wolves, foxes, rabbits and hares, weasels, and lemmmings, as well as different
kinds of birds like snow geese, ptarmigans, eiders, ducks, loons, murres,
and bird eggs. Some Inuit also talked about collecting plants on-the-land,
such as blueberries and mountain sorrel.

Inuit talked to us about setting up camps on-the-land to be close to
caribou habitat and migration routes. Knowledge of animal behaviours and
habitats are passed down between family members and generations. We
also heard from community members that there are two different herds of
caribou of Baffin Island (mainland and island), and the two taste different.

During interviews, community members discussed the many ways
in which animal furs and hides are used to make clothing, and the
techniques needed to do this successfully.

before the Mary River mine was established. It was
the main area where our community would go to
harvest animals or mine soapstone.”

‘ ‘ Our family and community members used this area
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We learned that different parts of animals of different ages are

used for specific purposes, such as sewing hats, boots, bedding, and
materials for sleds. We learned that caribou are very important for
their meat and hides. Additionally, Inuit from all five communities
also trap and hunt for other animals like wolves, foxes, different
species of bird, and gather eggs. The furs of wolves and foxes are
highly valued, and eggs are a favourite source of food for many.

We heard from Inuit community members that land-based
harvesting, like marine harvesting, is an important part of the Inuit
way of life. It is a way to get food, furs, and other resources that are
important for survival and identity. Community members told us
that land-based harvesting ensures that there is enough food on
the table, and is good for the health of people and the communities.
For many Inuit, harvesting on-the-land is a part of who they are and
how they grew up.
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IMPACTS OF THE MARY RIVER MINE PROJECT

ON LAND-BASED HARVESTING
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Community members expressed many similar concerns about the
Mary River Mine Project and how it could affect the ability of Inuit to
hunt and harvest from the land. One of the major concerns is the Mary
River Mine Project’s planned railroads affecting the ability of caribou
to move across Baffin Island. Caribou may not be willing to cross the
railroads or would avoid the noise from trains. These changes could
make hunting harder and more expensive and time-consuming for
Inuit. In addition, we heard that caribou movements could be impacted
by ships because they sometimes swim to reach their destinations.
Community members also told us that caribou numbers would
probably recover if there was no industrial development.

Road and rail traffic could also affect the behaviours and movement
of other animals as well, such as snow geese, ptarmigan, weasel,
and rabbits, changing where they usually feed, nest, or den.

Dust from mining being carried on the wind and contaminating
wildlife was another concern we heard from community members.
Some people have already seen discoloured foxes and rabbits, due
to the dust. This dust could be eaten by animals or humans with
unknown impacts, and this has community members worried
about health and safety.

34
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The railway will interfere with the caribou’s
migration route. We will keep seeing the
decline of caribou.”

..caribou is important because that's what

we know. That's our food source from the
beginning of Inuit. And that knowledge is
passed on for survival, for clothing and the
crucial role it played for us to make tools,
material and sinew from the caribou. And the
hide itself was our way of survival for clothing.”
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Fishing is another important cultural activity of the five impacted
communities, this includes catching Arctic char in particular,

as well as halibut, trout, cod, salmon, and sculpin. Community
members shared with us not only fishing sites, but also places
where Arctic char are processed, and stored, and places where
people collect clams.

We heard frommn community members that freshwater and marine
fishing are both important cultural activities. Fishing is done
year-round, and Inuit shared fond memories of fishing around
Baffin Island and identified locations where there are an
abundance of char. Freshwater fish from lakes and rivers are

an important food source.

Community members discussed relying on rivers, streams, ponds,
and even tidepools for fishing, tracking fish as they move and
spawn. We learned fromn community members they like to go
back to the fishing areas they know, often setting up camps.
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Like many other activities on-the-land and sea, fishing is very social.
Community members told us about gathering in large groups to fish.

And like other harvesting, fishing uses a specific set of special skills and
knowledge which have been developed and learned over time. Community
members explained fishing with weirs, spears, sticks, by jigging, and using
gill nets. Inuit techniques for processing and preserving fish were also
explained to us in detail.
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Fish, people, and all animals depend on clean water. Community members
emphasised relying on various freshwater sources for drinking water,

for cooking, and making camping possible. Freshwater is also collected
to use for drinking, cooking and bathing.

Inuit identified rivers, springs, and creeks for collecting water, but
also highlighted the importance of snow, glaciers, and icebergs for
high-quality freshwater.
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IMPACTS OF THE MARY RIVER MINE
PROJECT ON FISHING AND FRESHWATER
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AODAYQ L™ ASDOLAHECaSIC Ao Crb UMD o¢ AL*M™ 0f ADAS River Mine Project could affect fishing and freshwater resources. Inuit
D>SbSLIC Sbo% o 5bcna®™ ASb b= o \D>PC>I*aSL L% ARNM Y described how the Mary River Mine Project could lead to fewer fish
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contaminated by dust.
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Hunting and harvesting country foods from the land is not only a central
part of Inuit culture, but it continues to be a critical part of food security
in Nunavut. We heard that although store-bought foods are available,
they are often expensive, and considered less healthy.

Community members explained that country foods today are a part

of tradition, and that providing these foods are a way of showing care for
family. Ultimately country foods were described by many participants as
an important part of their emotional, physical, spiritual, and mental health
and wellbeing, as much emphasised for its value as food as for culture.

Inuit food sovereignty means:
« the right to healthy and nutritious food
« the right to culturally appropriate food

« the right to food harvested through ecologically sound
and sustainable methods as guided by the Nunavut
Agreement and wildlife management regiment

« the right to access wildlife in ways that empower
communities and stimulate local economies
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Trade between communities is a part of the Inuit “food system” and
helps different communities to get the resource they may want or
need when not available nearby. Community members explained how
different seasons will make certain foods more available in once place
versus another. Animals may also taste different depending on where
they come from.

We learned that the preservation and caching of food is also an
important way that commmunity members manage the food supply.
Drying and fermentation are used to make food last longer, so that when
there is a shortage there is a reliable supply to fall back on. Sharing of
food plays a similar role but is also seen as a responsibility by many.

Mostly we give away our harvest
to the people who are hungry. We ask
them to come over and eat with us.”
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As previously discussed, community members are concerned that
the Mary River Mine Project could lead to lower numbers of animals,
both in actual population numbers and where they appear. We

also heard that community members are worried about safety of
being on-the-land and eating animals that may be impacted by
contamination because of the Mary River Mine Project.

The impacts of insufficient country food is especially high for
the most vulnerable community members, such as Elders and
others who cannot hunt or harvest for themselves. For example,
community members explained that if country foods are not
available or are unsafe, people will have to buy their food, which
can be very costly for low- and fixed-income individuals.

| don't approve of the project because | think
it's having devastating effects on wildlife and
Inuit rely on feeding their families from the
wildlife in the area.”
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Community members also discussed the extra cost that they would have
to endure in terms of effort, time, and money if the resources they need
are harder to get.

In summary, country foods are seen as culturally important, affordable,
healthy, and desirable by many community members, and also important
for physical, emotional, and mental health. The Mary River Mine Project
has the potential to reduce the overall availability of country foods and
the safety of the country food supply.
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Community members explained to us that the freedom to travel, gather,
and camp across Baffin Island is important, and that these activities are
an inseparable part fishing, and marine and land-based hunting

and harvesting.

Inuit from the five impacted communities told us and showed us
important places where people congregate and camp, as well as travel
routes both across land and water to access hunting, fishing, trapping,
and berry picking sites. We learned that commmunity members use many
ways to get around, including snowmobile, all-terrain vehicles, dog teams,
boat, and on foot.

Community members emphasised that the ability to travel and camp
across Baffin Island is important to their way of life and essential to their
ability to hunt, fish, trap, and gather. We learned that Inuit are always
watching the conditions and the seasons, which determines where people
go and how they get there.

When you are out on-the-land you are learning
about the history of our land. You experience
the land and learn and see new things.”
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We heard that travel also ties commmunities together, and so are
important for social connections. Many paths travelled today have
been used for generations.

Community members described how many trips can last days or even
weeks at a time. These long trips are great opportunities for teaching
and learning on-the-land. In this vein, we also learned that travel is
important for exploration. Commmunity members discover new places
to harvest, visit areas recorded in ancestral stories, and contribute

to the continued evolution of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and culture.

We also learned from community members that campsites and cabins
are usually located close to important resources, such as freshwater, good
fishing sites, or habitat to harvest land and marine wildlife. Some of these
camps and cabins are used only for short periods of time, while others
are used repeatedly, and may also include more permanent structures.

PO

AoAC bPprLYISHSYC
Inuit Qaujimajatuqgangit

AoAc AB/*LE PAcnSbeCoSdc: CAN Lo, POl /20 \N%0 >
SbBALo*ME, ADSbECS/LY M€ ALl P<Any* M€ AoA€ AoSbNCe.

The Inuit way of doing things: the past, present, and future
knowledge, experience and values of Inuit Society.
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From members of each community, we head that the Mary River Mine
Project would make travel across Baffin Island (including the seascape)
more difficult or impossible, with additional negative impacts to camping
on-the-land, marine harvesting, land-based harvesting, and fishing.

Community members are concerned that construction of the Mary River
Mine Project railways and the operation of trains will block travel, increase
worries about safety, and destroy established trails. We learned that many
trails are where they are because they provide access to important and
valuable resources.

We also learned that some impacts are not as obvious as when a train

is built across a trail. Community members explained, for example, how
dust from the Mary River mine could interfere with how easily sleds can
run across the snow. Camps and cabins that are connected by trails could
also be disturbed, especially where they are close to Mary River Mine
infrastructure, such as ports, and shipping and rail routes. Habitation
sites such as these are important places for transferring knowledge;
disruptions to trails and travel would impact the broader Inuit way

of life on Baffin Island.

We are opposing this railway as Hunters are
very dependent on this area. We have always
been dependent on this area.”

TUSAQTAVUT - MARY RIVER MINE PROJECT
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At its core, cultural continuity means the persistence of the Inuit way

of life and worldviews. This naturally includes activities and values linked
with marine hunting, land-based harvesting, fishing, collection of freshwater,
and travel and camping on-the-land. But, as we learned from community
members, cultural continuity also involves many physical and intangible

(or non-physical) values.

Community members described to us important places like burials

and birthplaces, soapstone collection areas, places that have historical
(e.9., whaling stations, sod houses) or spiritual importance, as well

as place names and landmarks where families and communities gather
on-the-land, and teaching areas where Inuit Qaujimajatugangit

is transferred to younger generations.

We learned from community members that, although harvesting and hunting
activities are fundamental to the Inuit way of life, there is much more to Inuit
culture and the land. This includes, for example, Inuit art and technologies,
archaeology and other heritage resources and values, connection to the land,
and the act of teaching and learning Inuit Qaujimajatugangit.

Pond Inlet used to walk and gather inland. They
would gather there together. The three commmunities
would meet near this big lake to harvest caribou.
There's a lot of Inuksuks and landmarks that mark
areas where they used to go.”

‘ ‘ Traditionally, people from Igloolik, Arctic Bay, and
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Community members told us that the collection and carving of soapstone
is both culturally important as an art and as source of income. We heard
that community members also carve with other materials, such as whale
bones, which are also turned into tools.

The history of Inuit in the Qikigtani Region is recorded in oral histories and
includes place names (which are connected to legends, land uses, and
family histories) and physical signs of occupation, such as inuksuks, sod
houses, tent rings, and burials.

Speaking with members of all five impacted communities, we learned
that, at the centre of the Inuit way of life, is the ability to continue learning
and teaching the rich and complex body of knowledge that defines what
it means to be Inuit. This knowledge includes skills for how to survive in
the Arctic, how to navigate the land and sea, and how to understand the
behaviours of animals and hunt successfully, and many others.
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Community members emphasised to us the importance of hands-on
learning on-the-land, and how important it is to have youth learning
directly from experienced family and friends. Oral history and the oral
tradition of learning continues to be a core way for knowledge to be passed
on from generation to generation. Learning is personal, direct, and social.
Gatherings within and across communities are, an important way for
information from distant places to be shared.

We heard that Inuit Qaujimajatugangit includes more than knowledge of
the land and animals (e.g., mating behaviours, reading ice conditions, etc.),
but also important Inuit beliefs, values, and protocols that ensure people
are living in balance with each other and the land. Only harvesting what

is needed and sharing with others are examples of these principles.

grandchildren out on-the-land] because Inuit
Qaujimajatugangit is passed on through practice,
It is important for me to carry on that tradition

by passing it on the next of kin, children,
grandchildren, and even great grandchildren.”

‘ It is extremely important [to bring children and
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It is clear from speaking with commmunity members that cultural
continuity is closely linked with nearly all other aspects of the Inuit
way of life discussed so far. Because of this, impacts to other cultural
activities and values - from camping and travel, to the collection

of soapstone, to hunting and trapping - are also likely to impact
cultural continuity.

The Mary River Mine Project also has the potential to disrupt
landmarks used by community members to navigate the land, and
to impact heritage resources and values (e.g., through construction
and ground disturbance) that connect current generations with
the past. Moreover, we heard that the Mary River Mine Project
could affect the ability of community members to use the land in
preferred ways — that is uninterrupted and with a sense of peace
and safety.

Fewer opportunities to hunt, fish, travel, and camp because of rail
lines and shipping activities mean fewer opportunities to learn
on-the-land and sea. By reducing the time that people get to spend
together and sharing of resources, there are also consequences for
social connections.

Ultimately, commmunity members are worried that the Mary River
Mine Project could disconnect people from their culture and identity.

TUSAQTAVUT - MARY RIVER MINE PROJECT
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