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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| want to begin by taking a moment to commemorate our colleague
Johnny Malaiya Kublu. Once again, | want to extend condolences to
his family, friends and community members in Igloolik.

Johnny Malaiya Kublu was a kind, humble and well-respected
community leader. He had a passion for our culture and worked
hard to record and preserve the knowledge of Inuit Elders. He will
be greatly missed.

As you all know, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, all our work
and modes of operation have changed in the past few months.

We have had to make adjustments to where we work and how we
work. Our team has re-organized our priority files and created new
emergency initiatives, even the way we host our meetings has
been modified.

In response, our efforts in the past few months have been
redirected to address this new reality and the immediate needs of
Qikigtani Inuit under the pressures of this pandemic.

In mid-March QIA implemented new measures in response to
COVID-19 and suspended all our regular programs and closed our
offices to the public. Our staff’s efforts were re-directed to design
new emergency initiatives.

On March 30, QIA rolled out two initiatives to assist Qikigtani Inuit
during the COVID-19 pandemic including food vouchers for Elders
and emergency funding for Qikigtani families to social distance
on-the-land and harvest. The initiatives rolled out in April 2020 and
conclude at the end of June 2020.

The funds for QIA’'s COVID-19 response plan come from the
Indigenous Community Support Fund (ICSF) announced by the
Federal Government on March 25, 2020. QIA's share of that fund is
approximately $6.1 million ($6,132,544).
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To date, these initiatives have been a huge
success. Our online applications for the
on-the-land program are being completed
quickly - with new applications arriving
daily. Families have sent photos and
messages from successful on-the-land
trips from across the Qikigtani Region.
Elders have also told us that the grocery
vouchers are making a big difference in
their lives - giving them regular access to
necessary household goods.

At QIA we will continue to work with
and support public health officials to
keep Nunavummiut safe.

Protect our Elders, our communities,
and yourself.

Qujannamiik,
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- P.J. Akeeagok
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IN MEMORY -
JOHNNY MALAIYA KUBLU

QIlA is saddened by the passing of our Igloolik Board Member,
Johnny Malaiya Kublu. QIA extends condolences to his family,
friends and community members.

“Johnny Malaiya Kublu was a kind, humble and well-respected
community leader,” says QIA President, P.J. Akeeagok, “he had

a passion for our culture and worked hard to record and preserve
the knowledge of Inuit Elders. He will be greatly missed.”

Johnny Malaiya Kublu was born in Nunasiag, near Pond Inlet,
and raised in Igloolik. He was serving his second term as QIA’s
Community Director for Igloolik. He was first elected in 2014.
During his time with the Board, he served as a member of the
QIA Finance Committee. Kublu was also a Government Liaison
Officer with the Government of Nunavut.

One of Kublu’s passions was his work recording Elders’ knowledge,
a record which is now resource material for the Pigqusilirivvik
cultural school in Clyde River.

Johnny Malaiya Kublu is survived by his wife, Veronica Agiaruq Kublu,
his eight children and many grandchildren.
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“We spent time at our cabin
and went fishing with our
grandchildren, we enjoyed
every moment of our
camping and outings.”

Myna Maktar
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
ON-THE-LAND WITH
HELP FROM QIA

To support social distancing and promote harvesting to provide
healthy country food to our communities, QIA is offering Qikigtani
Inuit, who have established camps or cabins, over $2 million in
short-term financial assistance to go out on-the-land.

Every Qikigtani household can apply for a one-time grant of $1,500.
Priority is given to Inuit who are willing to spend 14 days or more
on-the-land. Inuit must supply their own means of transportation.

This program is open until June 30, 2020. The application is simple
and is online at www.gia.ca/emergency-harvester-program/.

As of May 20, 886 online applications were received for the
COVID-19 emergency on-the-land initiative. Through this initiative
we have already distributed $1,035,000 to over 690 households.

Using funds from this program Leo and Myna Maktar of Pond Inlet
recently spent time on-the-land. The Maktar family travelled about
70 kilometers to their camp where they harvested char and turbot.

The highlight of the trip was when their youngest grandchild, Philip,
pulled up a Greenland Shark on their turbot line and thought it was
a Qalupalik (sea monster).

The money for this program comes from the Federal Government’s
Indigenous Community Support Fund (ISCF).
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HELPING
OUR ELDERS
DURING THE
COVID-19
PANDEMIC

Working in partnership with Arctic
Co-operatives, QIA allocated $3 million
to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on
Qikigtani Inuit Elders. The funds are being
distributed as $250 vouchers every other
week. These vouchers are for Inuit Elders
60 years and above.

Elders in Clyde River have received
grocery hampers with help from the
Ilisagsivik Society.
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Elders are at higher risk of respiratory
infections such as COVID-19, this emergency
financial support will help them access

healthy food and necessary cleaning supplies.

We have identified 1,200 eligible Elders for
this initiative across the Qikiqtani Region.
On May 26 they received their fourth
distribution of vouchers/hampers.

Through this initiative we have delivered
$900,000 in vouchers to Elders as of
May 12, 2020.

The money for this program comes from
the Federal Government’s’ Indigenous
Community Support Fund (ISCF).
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SUPPORTING HTOS TO HELP
FEED THE COMMUNITY DURING

COVID-19

QIA has provided $5,000 to each Hunters and
Trappers Organization in the Qikigtani Region
with matching funds from Nunavut Tunngavik
for a total of $10,000 for each community.

This money is to assist with community
hunts and help minimize the impacts of
COVID-19 on Inuit facing economic hardship
and food insecurity.

Members of the Ivig Hunters and Trappers
Association in Grise Fiord are using funds
to help feed the community during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

To date, local hunters have harvested about
1,000 kilograms of food including muskox, char,
seal, ptarmigan, Arctic hare and polar bears.

DAL 2020 DNGHKCE TUSARASSAT
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Priority for distributing the country food was
for Elders and families who do not have the
ability or means to hunt. However, due to the
bounty of the harvest, every household in
Grise Fiord got some country food.

The community was also able to donate 250
kilograms of Muskox meat to the Hunters and
Trappers Organization in Arctic Bay.

“At this time of the pandemic we wanted to
ensure country food is secure for members

of the community,” said lvig Secretary-
Treasurer Marty Kuluguqtugq, “if there’s food
left over, we'll be happy to share it with other
communities. Hunters and providers have
always shared their harvests with others.

The only difference now is that they're getting
paid. It’s a win/win/win situation.”
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QIA CREATES COVID-19
RESOURCES

QIA ramped up our communications and public outreach efforts to
help inform and educate Qikigtani Inuit about COVID-19 prevention
and mitigation measures.

All of our resources can be accessed through our website at
https://www.qgia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/

To date we have created:

e A COVID-19 portal on our website which helps Inuit access
all essential applications and resources.

e An educational resource page on our website for families
homeschooling.

e Posters that share important information about COVID-19
such as how long it is persistent on different surfaces.

e A series of short animated GIF'’s to help families talk about
COVID-19.

e Several mini music videos created in partnership with
Becky Han to educate Inuit about issues such as frequent
handwashing and social distancing to protect Elders.

Online resources for Inuit families homeschooling can be
access at https://www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/
activities-children-families/


https://www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/
http://kakivak.ca/Kakivak_Qikiqtani_Covid-19%20Wage_Subsidy_Application%20April_EN.pdf
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https://www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/activities-children-families/
https://www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/activities-children-families/
https://www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/activities-children-families/
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PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19.

WASH YOUR HANDS & DISINFECT SURFACES.
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HELPING TO ANSWER
CHILDREN'’S QUESTIONS
ABOUT COVID-19

QIA produced a series of short animations (GIFs) to help Qikigtani
families talk about COVID-19 and to answer common questions
children have. We have turned these GIFs into comic strips below,
or you can see the animations at www.gia.ca/covid-19-news-

updates/covid-19-videos/.

APL®PARIC www.qia.ca/covid-19-news-updates/covid-19-videos/.
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KAKIVAK
SMALL BUSINESS
SUPPORT PROGRAM

QIA is also supporting Kakivak to implement two
programs to assist Inuit-owned businesses survive the
COVID-19 pandemic.

e The $1 million Qikigtani COVID-19 Emergency Wage
Subsidy Program will provide urgent wage subsidies
to assist struggling businesses in the Qikigtani Region
avoid the lay-off of Inuit employees.

e The $500,000 Qikigtani COVID-19 Business Relief
Program will provide small Inuit-owned businesses
in the Region direct support for operating expenses
to enable them to survive the negative impacts
of the pandemic.

Through this initiative Kakivak has approved nearly
$100,000 in direct financial relief for Inuit small
businesses, as of May 20, 2020.
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http://kakivak.ca/Kakivak_Qikiqtani_Covid-19%20Wage_Subsidy_Application%20April_EN.pdf
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HOW TO MANAGE
COVID-19 RELATED
STRESS

ADVICE FROM AN ELDER

If you are looking for help during the COVID-19 pandemic,
helplines are available to provide crisis support to those who
may be experiencing increased anxiety and stress:

Nunavut Kamatsiaqtut Help Line: 1-800-265-3333
Elders’ Support Line: 1-866-684-5056

Individuals who are at risk of harming themselves or others should
seek help immediately at their local health centre and/or contact
the RCMP.
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QIA reached out to Inuit Elder Elisapi D. Aningmiugq for
advice on how to deal with the challenges of coping with
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Elisapi recommends callings Elders and staying in touch with
friends and family. She says that reaching out to others to
share our thoughts and ideas can make a huge difference.
Sharing helps ease our minds and helps us process our
feelings and thoughts.

According to Elisapi, while this is a difficult time, it is also
a time of growth.

“There is a saying in Inuktitut, if you don’t go through
challenges, you're not going to get much wiser,” says Elisapi.

She also reminds us of the word, “Ajurnammat” which roughly
translates to ‘it can’t be helped’ or ‘it’s out of our hands.

“We are reminded that we need to be at peace, even with
things that we have to wait for,” says Elisapi.

She says that in the past, when Inuit could not travel on
the land because of poor weather, we were reminded to
be patient and wait until the situation improved.

“In Inuit culture we cannot get away from our environment,
so we make do with what we can,” she says. “It's so important
to be motivated, to be a self-starter, because that'’s the
background that we come from.”

In conclusion Elisapi adds, “we are going through challenges
right now but there are better days ahead that’s for sure.”

“We're going through something that is a real
challenge to everybody right now, family-wise,
community-wise, in the territory, the nation,
and around the world”.

Elisapi D. Aningmiuq
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“ALWAYS GOOD
TO HELP OUT”

11-YEAR-OLD FROM IQALUIT
SEWS TO LEND A HAND
DURING COVID-19

A lot can happen when people start using
creativity to help others in need. Just ask
11-year-old Aubrey Sheppard, who is making
face masks for the community during the
COVID-19 pandemic. What started out as a
fun task has become a project to help keep
Igaluit safe and raise money for Joamie
school’s breakfast program.

To help her community, specifically her
fellow classmates at Joamie School, the
primary school in Iqaluit, Aubrey decided
to do something.
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In late April, Aubrey was taking partin a
contest sponsored by the Nunavut Literacy
Council for the most creative face mask,
she decided to use her newly acquired
skills to raise funds for Joamie school’s
breakfast program.

Aubrey has made about 40 face masks in
the first two weeks and has donated over
$100 to help keep the Joamie School
Breakfast Program up and running while
school is closed.

Aubrey is finding a balance between doing
her school work and making masks. She says
there were a few challenges with gathering
materials to meet the demand. Thankfully,
Emily Joanasie, owner and operator of
Migsuqta, is donating some supplies to
support the project.
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ALc ¥dav, alfob®N oDasesdNc®
[SoA%eCI®, AbJNsbs/LLLS Na hac

“I'm proud of myself,” says Aubrey, “| want to
keep making the masks because of COVID-19,
it's been a little bit crazy, and you want to be

AbJNbia<s*LC NasheC®eC*NoC,

protected and stay safe.”
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WILLING AND WAITING TO HELP

NURSES IN THE QIKIQTANI REGION REFLECT ON THEIR JOBS
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Rebecca Lonsdale

There is never a dull moment working at an
out-patient clinic and the in-patient unit. This
is something Rebecca Lonsdale realized on
the job at the Qikigtani General Hospital as a
new nurse in 2006. What started as a routine
patient call became an experience of a life
minutes later when Lonsdale single-handedly
delivered a baby.

“The hope that | carry in my heart is for the
health systems to improve and evolve for
Inuit and remote communities,” she says.

“The positive impact that a nurse can have for
people can be small or it can be tremendous,”
she adds.

Now, more than ever, is a time to celebrate and appreciate the
nurses who care for us when we are unwell. QIA spoke to nurses
from the Qikigtani Region about their work for Nursing Week 2020.




DO%0\y AodGSe

CAL™L A%bDLI*a%/N,

0%\ A0dS® o qw/>N>CT

Aba AbSHPLL Aa.c DI,

bR PRBC>C DS g5 L 0¢/ICCHL0C
DRI b P*DLAMT <GSO,

“QP*MCNDC AbNbCP>JLc P>SL
>C®PIA*Q®S*L o AbI®CPH{LNo®,”
Dsp®I® A oG, “Cledd C*R
AP<LPb*oPNMNA*b AbJPLo o Ao*o ¢

dLLD SdAANSH®TN N AL ASDNNLLHNe

L <eAPeastDbd NN AbLPLo e

Ac®o<SocP>®NHd 0a 2l
deodse/DNDo ST Acto<sosT 2017T,
A0<IG®e LD Aha ALSAT®
ASba ALSHEC®/LI% sPPeCa (o <ISeT
Ab oo

Nubiya Enuaraqg

For as long as she can remember, Nubiya
Enuaraq wanted to become a nurse. She
was inspired by her aunt who worked as an
Interpreter/Translator at the local Health
Center in Clyde River.

“l wanted to be one of the people who are
willing and waiting to help,” explains Enuaraq,

“that is what motivates me to take care of
people to connect with them at their most

joyful times and at their most vulnerable times.”

Since graduating from the Nunavut Nursing
Program in 2017, Enuaraq worked in a variety
of departments at the Qikigtani General
Hospital (QGH) in lgaluit.
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Asenath Idlout

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a game
changer for health care professionals and
a lot of people are showing their respect.
Last month, RCMP, by-law officers,
firefighters and other first responders
gathered at the Qikigtani General Hospital
to show their support. Asenath Idlout, a
nurse since 2004, was one of the people
working there at the time.

“Seeing that parade of first responders
saying thank you, that just makes you
want to work more,” she says, “| felt
humbled and proud, it was amazing!”
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P.O. Box 1340, Iqaluit, NU XOA OHO

P.O. Box 69, Arctic Bay, NU XOA OAO

P.O.Box 151, Cape Dorset, NU XOA 0CO

P.O. Box 159, Clyde River, NU XOA OEO
Gen. Del., Grise Fiord, NU X0A 0JO
P.O. Box 9, Hall Beach, NU XO0OA OKO

P.O. Box 117, Igloolik, NU XOA OLO

P.O. Box 1340, Iqaluit, NU XOA OHO

P.O. Box 82, Kimmirut, NU XO0A ONO
P.O. Box 633, Pangnirtung, NU XOA ORO

P.O. Box 459, Pond Inlet, NU XOA 0SO

P.O. Box 239, Qikigtarjuaq, NU XOA 0BO
P.O. Box 118, Resolute Bay, NU XO0A OVO

P.O. Box 90, Sanikiluag, NU XOA OWO
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